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the actual history of Christianity would have
been predicted more accurately by the apostate
than the martyr. There are few of what she
considers the weak features in Christianity on
which G-eorge Eliot is harder than the ecstatic
visions of the monks. And yet these monks, as
she herself admits, were men of singular self-
devotion, and consumed by passionate enthu-
siasm. We would ask her to apply to herself
her own criticisms, and to inquire whether her
' awe-inspiring visions of the common lot' have
more solid substance in them than the monk's
visions of his Redeemer.

To criticise the faults and the weakness of
what is great and noble is always a painful task.
Utterly as we disbelieve in the religion of
Humanity, as a system in any way self-suffi-
cient ; utterly as we believe it to be at variance
with all accurate and all dispassionate observa-
tion, we yet cannot refuse to admire those who
persist in proclaiming as omnipotent and eternal
the goodness which they themselves at times
acknowledge to be so perishable ; nor, suppos-
ing for a moment that immorality and theism
are so connected as some writers contend they
are, shall we apply inaptly to such theorists as